LOKAS OE PLANES                            UT
when even tne indulgence in a comparatively harm-
less, good emotion like affection, bnngs about grave
suffering upon man The warning implied in the
story of the past lives of Sage Jadabharata is an
instance in point Also the accidental participation
in a seeming falsehood was enough to send a soul to
take a sight, though but for a moment, of the awful
hell-fire The incident of the great Yudhishthira's
Xaraka-Darshan is leferred to here
Fortunately or unfoitunately, out of the nume-
lous Puranas very few are studied by the vast majo-
rity now-a-days Those few devoted people that read
the Puranas or listen to their lecital rarely go beyond
the four or five classical Saivite and Vaishnavite Pu-
ranas that are popularly current throughout the coun-
try We may say that Purana perusal is generally
confined to the Skanda, llarkandeya, Vishnu or the
Snmad Bhagavata It is not the scholai or the or-
thodox Brahmin section that is meant here but the
common man-in-the-street who goes to form a dis-
tinct and impoitant part of the population Thus this
whip-crack of the Karma and Karma-phala citation
does not sound now-a-days to chasten the sensual
beast in man And as a result of this it is running
amuck as never heretofore But laws, be they mun-
dane or divine are inexorable The ignorance of the
Penal Code does not lay a premium on indulgence in
crime nor does the offender go scot-free He burgles
and he gets jailed He murders and is hanged Like-
wise also he sins and he suffers If this truth of the
inescapable order of cosmic Law is placed before him
in unvarnished and distinct outline it may serve just
a little bit to persuade him to give up vice and follow